THE RULES OF THE "OPEN STAGE" COMPETITION 
AT XVI INTERNATIONAL FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL 


1. XVI International Folk Music Festival "Mikołajki Folkowe" is organised by Maria Curie - Skłodowska University in Lublin, Poland, and by an artistic organisation of the University and a folk music group St. Nicholas Orchestra. The aim of the Festival is presentation of folk music from all over the world, with special emphasis on creative interpretations and unconventional adaptations of music inspired by folklore. 

2. The Festival will take place on 8 -10. 12. 2006 in the Academic Culture Centre of the Maria Curie - Skłodowska University "Chatka Żaka" in Lublin, Poland, Radziszewskiego 16 St.

3. Individual artists and groups up to ten members, from Poland and abroad, are eligible to participate in the "Open Stage" competition (8.12). 

4. Participants should present a programme inspired by folk music of a country or region of their choice. Presentation should not exceed 15 minutes. 

5. Application for the competition should include:

· a filled-in application form, 

· a CD or MC with the programme that will be performed at the competition. 

Application should be sent to the organisers, not later than 25.11, with a note: "Mikołajki Folkowe." The Organisation Committee will select artists to perform at the "Open Stage" competition. Selected artists will be notified by post by 01.12.2006. 

6. A jury consisting of experts in folk music and folklore will be appointed to evaluate presentations of the artists at the competition. The evaluation will be based especially on the following criteria: 

· selection of repertoire, its originality and value, 

· interpretation, 

· general artistic expression.

The most interesting presentations will be awarded according to decisions of the jury. Value and form of the awards will depend on financial means raised by the organisers. Decisions of the jury are final. 

7. The audience will award one of the artists with a special prize: a figure of St. Nicholas. 

8. Winners of the competition are obliged to perform free during the Main Concert (9.12). Organisers are legal owners of all recordings made during the Festival and have the right to use them in music releases. Applicants for the competition agree to free recording and free TV and radio broadcasting of the "Open Stage" performances. Participants of the competition receive: 

· free accommodation (please take sleeping bags), 

· free entrance to the "Open Stage" concert. Winners of the competition are also granted free entrance to the "Main Concert" (9.12). 

Organisers do not refund costs of travel. 

9. The right to interpret and, in certain cases, to depart from these rules, is reserved only for the Organisation Committee of the Festival. 

ADDRESS OF THE ORGANISERS:

ORKIESTRA ŚW. MIKOŁAJA (St Nicholas Orchestra)
ACK UMCS "CHATKA ŻAKA"
ul. Radziszewskiego 16
20-031 LUBLIN 
tel/fax: + 48 81 533-32-01 extension number 114
fax: +48 81 537-51-02, +48 81 533-36-69
e-mail: mikolaje@klio.umcs.lublin.pl 
During the Festival presentations of handicraft (sculpture, embroidery, cloth, paintings, pottery) are also organised. We invite you to participate in them - detailed information can be obtained from the organisers. 

